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NEWSLETTER OF THE AMARNA RESEARCH FOUNDATION

October 5, 1997

Dear Fellow TARF Member:

The 1997 TARF tour,"In Search of
Nefertiti" is now all but history. We are
high above the Atlantic, on our way back to
the United States and fresh salad. We are
also all very tired and fulfilled. While we
didn't find Nefertiti, we certainly searched in
enough places. We spent three days at el -

Amarna, whare the group visited the North
Rock Tombs, the South Rock Tombs, the
desert altars, the Royal Tomb, Kom el
Nana, and had a special two-hour tour of
the North Palace with Barry Kemp
accompanying us. He explained the
structure, discussed plans for the future,
and the excavation from the front of the
palace to the river edge. Barry also went
with us to the desert altars. On the final day
Barry gave the group a full tour of the
central city including the two Aten temples,
the King's Palace, and the home of
Tutmose, the sculpturer.

While in the Minia area, we also visited

. the tombs of the Nomarchs in Beni Hassan.

| would be quick to add that other groups
visiting the central Egypt area were not as
fortunate, as they did not have TARF
connections. The very few we talked with
who even got into the area were limited to
% day: a couple of the North Tombs, the
North Palace, the Central City and Beni
Hassan.

Of course, the rest of the tour time was
well occupied with stops at Karnak, Luxor
Temple, West bank (including a visit to the
tomb of Nefertari), the tomb of Ramose in

" Qena, the Giza Plateau, Sakkara (where we

A word from the President...

got to see the early tomb of Horemheb!), Abu
Sir, the Egyptian museum and the Khan el
Khalili.

Will there be another tour next year? |
doubt it very much. We have had several
people express an interest in such a tour, but
we had that this year and in the end we only
had thirteen participants, including three
TARF officers and my thirteen year old
grandson. In other words, of all the interest
indieated early In the year, only nine members
signed up, and five of those became
members especially to take the trip. Our tour
company, Museum
Tours, Inc. indicated in the future it might be
possible to make an Amarna area side trip
attached to one of it' s regular tours, but they
doubted they would want to make another
special trip into middle Egypt, given the
attendance on this tour.

In any event, we are almost home - tired -
but with the plains of el Amarna still deeply
imbedded in our minds.

Sincerely yours

Jodohotl #earra P









